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PROJECT SYNOPSIS 
 

Three birds have migrated to Malta for the winter. The journey has been long and perilous, but 
theyôve finally touched down and have been reunited after another long year apart. They share 
triumphant tunes and terrible tales of their aviation adventures...but whoôs the turquoise feathered 
intruder, and why does he refuse to share his song? Join three music-making birds in their attempt 
to discover the truth about where Tingo The Tuneless Bird really came from, and why thereôs no way 
he can ever go back. 
 
TINGO: The Tuneless Bird was commissioned by ŻiguŻajg International Arts Festival for Children 
and Young People in 2019. 

Migration stories—of cultures, people, and birds —are an impactful tool for helping people relate to, 
understand, and take action on climate change. They are powerful because as stories, they incorporate 
climate change into our shared narratives. We have all migrated, whether across long distances, from 
neighborhood to neighborhood, country to country, or just into new situations, when changing schools or 
starting a new job.  

Birds travel long distances to make use of resources that are available in different places during different 
seasons. The story of Tingo is all about migrating birds, focusing on the various reasons different types of 
birds migrate and the routes they may take. Many birds migrate during the winter due to unfavourable living 
conditions and often face dangers and hazards during their migration. These dangers are increasing with 
the destruction of natural woodlands and nature reserves as well as the building of more roads and 
buildings. Birds have less places to stop for safety, food and rest. Tingo, a spangled cotinga, is a bird that 
lives in the Amazon forest. His home has been destroyed by deforestation and forest fires. As their climate 
and environment changes, they are migrating to try to find the resources and conditions they need to 
survive.  

People are migrating because of climate change, too. They are climate refugees because of hazardous or 
unfavourable living conditions. In some cases it’s a change in weather climate, with residents losing their 
homes as rising water levels cause destruction, in others, it’s a change in political climate, where they’re 
forced to flee their homes for safety due to wars and violence.  Millions of people migrate every year - some 
out of choice, whilst others are forced to leave their homes due to war, abuse or violence - seeking a better 
life for themselves and their families.  

Telling and connecting human migration stories to bird migration stories can hopefully spark a 
conversation about how migrants are treated on our island as they come to take shelter from their own 
dangerous climate, whilst also tapping into the pressing environmental issues our island is facing today. 
We wish to expose young audiences to the reality of immigration, highlighting practical steps they can 
take to make their own communities more tolerant, accepting and understanding to those around them. 
We believe it is important for our young people to understand the reality of immigration. We are confident 
in the positive effects of raising awareness, supporting migrants, creating inclusive environments that 
celebrate diversity and facilitating access to intercultural activities.  

 
Main Themes: Migration, Home, Identity, Environment 
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ABOUT ŻIGUŻAJG 
 

The Festival’s vision is to position the creative arts for children and young people at the core of Malta’s 
creative ecology. It does this by: 
 

● Presenting an annual programme of high-artistic excellence that celebrates creativity and diversity 

in the arts; 

● Nurturing audience development and active participation through our practices; 

● Providing professional development opportunities for artists seeking to work in the sector; 

● Developing a national repertoire of creative work for children and young people; 

● Championing social inclusion and accessibility in the creative industry; 

● Establishing international networks and collaborations with strategic partners. 

 
Visit www.ziguzajg.org/schools for more information. 
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MEET THE TEAM 

 

PERFORMERS 

 

Sean Briffa  

Sean Borg  

Bettina Cassar  

Philippa Cassar  

 

CREATIVE TEAM 

 

Matthew Pandolfino  - Concept, Design and the Making of Puppets  

(Puppet Maker - This is the person who designs, creates and dresses the puppets, helping the 
performers to bring puppets to life during a performance.) 

Philippa Cassar - Director and Writer 

(Director - This is the person in charge of the creative vision of the production, making all the 
important decisions about set, costume, design, story, cast and choosing the right team for the job.) 

Bettina Cassar - Composer and Sound Designer 

(Composer - This is the person who composes all the music, writes all the songs and creates all 
the sound effects heard throughout the show.)  

Annalisa Schembri - Stage Manager  

(Stage Manager - This is the person who organises and coordinates the production, making sure 
the whole event runs smoothly from rehearsals to performance.) 

Zoe Camilleri - Assistant Movement Director 

(Movement Director - This is the person who works closely with the director and the performers to 
arrange the actorsô movements. This role differs from that of a choreographer in that it is not 
restricted to full dance routines but focuses on finding interesting physical ways of bringing the 
performance to life.) 

Michela Mifsud  - Graphic Design 

(Graphic Designer - This is the person who created the posters and artwork for the performance.) 
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BIRD MIGRATION 
 
 
 

WHY DO BIRDS MIGRATE?  
 

Birds usually migrate due to weather conditions and food supply. Others are forced to migrate to escape 
hunting, deforestation, or pollution. Some species of birds migrate for breeding.  

 
 

MIGRATING ROUTES 
 
On their journey from the colder parts of North and Central Europe to warmer Africa, migrating birds 
generally take three routes: the Western Route from Great Britain, Holland, Germany and Scandinavia via 
Gibraltar; the Eastern Route from Ukraine, Romania and Bulgaria via Turkey and over the Middle East; or 
the Central European, route known as the Adriatic Flyway, from Northern Europe via Italy, Sicily and Malta 
to Africa.  

 
 
 
ABOUT THE BIRDS IN TINGO 
 
 

CHAFFINCH  
(Bil-Malti: Sponsun)  
 
The chaffinch, sometimes called a Spink because of its song, is a bird commonly found all over Europe. It 
prefers to live in open woodland, gardens or farmland. The chaffinch mainly eats seeds but often eats 
insects in breeding season. In addition to its song it has nine different calls for flight, alarm or to woo a mate.  
 
Listen to a Chaffinch:  https://www.bl.uk/the-language-of-birds/articles/chaffinch-calls 
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GOLDFINCH 
(��Bil-Malti: Gardell��)  
 
The goldfinch may live in Europe, North Africa or Western Asia. It often inhabits gardens, parks, orchards 
and wooded areas. The goldfinch prefers to eat grains, seeds, vegetation and an occasional insect. It may 
be a hard bird to spot but its bubbling and twittering call often gives it away. 

 
Listen to a Goldfinch: https://ebird.org/species/eurgol 
 
 

                              
 

HAWFINCH  
(Bil-Malti: Ta��Ũ��-ŧebbu��ǣ��] 
 
The hawfinch is mainly a resident of Europe and Asia. It feeds on seeds, buds and shoots with its large 
powerful beak and can often be found up in high trees that produce fruit in parks and gardens. The hawfinch 
is a shy bird and its song is relatively quiet. 
 
Listen to a Hawfinch: https://www.british-birdsongs.uk/hawfinch/ 
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SPANGLED COTINGA  

 
The spangled cotinga lives in the Amazon Rainforest in fruiting trees. It is often found perching on branches 
at the very top of tall trees. Because it eats fruit it spreads seeds which contributes to the regrowth of forest. 
The cotinga has no song but its wings make a whistling sound when flying.  
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